The Epistle to the
The book of Hebrews, is said to written by
Paul, however many have named other
writers may have penned down this
epistle, including, Barnabas, Luke, Apollos,
and others, but.. Many agree this was the
writings of Paul the Apostle.
Neither the writer or the intended
addressees are named, but as many point
to Paul as the writer, they also point to the
Jews as being the primary audience. There
are references to the Relation of Christ to
the Levitical Priesthood and the Temple
sacrifices, It continually quotes the Old
Testament to confirm its affirmations. So
the commonly accepted view is that this
epistle was addressed to the Jews,
specifically the Jewish Christians in
Jerusalem.
Written in Italy, “they of Italy salute you”
(13:24) around AD 61-63.
Christ the Mediator of a New Covenant
For the word of God is living and active.
Sharper than any double-edged sword, it
penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit,
joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts
and attitudes of the heart. Nothing in all
creation is hidden from God’s sight.
Everything is uncovered and laid bare
before the eyes of him to whom we must
give account. —HEBREWS 4:12–13
Now faith is being sure of what we hope for
and certain of what we do not see. —
HEBREWS 11:1

HEBREWS
Purpose
One of the reasons for this letter was to
prepare Jewish Christians for the
approaching destruction of Jerusalem.
After accepting Jesus as their Messiah, the
Jewish Christians continued to be zealous
for the temple rites and sacrifices, thinking
that their beloved city was about to
become the capital of the world under
their Messiah’s reign. Instead, they were
to receive the shock of their lives. By one
stroke of the Roman army, the HolyCity
would be wiped out and the temple rites
would cease.
This letter was written to explain to the
Jewish Christians that animal sacrifices, to
which they were so attached, were no
longer of any use, that the killing of a bull
or a lamb could never take away sin. Those
sacrifices had never been intended to be
forever; they had been planned to be a
sort of picture (“type”) of the coming
sacrifice of Christ, and now that Christ had
come, they had served their purpose.
God’s people must look only to Christ for
redemption and salvation.
Hebrews and the Letter to the Romans
Romans was addressed to the capital of
the gentile world; Hebrews, to the capital
of the Jewish nation. God had founded the
Jewish nation and cared for it through
long centuries, for the purpose of
bringing, through this one nation, blessing
to all nations. A great king would come
out of this one nation and rule over all
nations. But now the King had come.
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Chapter 1
The Supremacy of God's Son
The very first sentence in this epistle was
Verses 1-4 is as powerful as the opening
sentences of Genesis and John’s gospel.

Verse 5 is a couple of questions.
For unto which of the angels said he at any
time, Thou art my Son, this day have I
begotten thee?

How do these 4 verses describe Jesus?

And again, I will be to him a Father, and he
shall be to me a Son?

What Verbs do you see in these verses?

Why do you think these questions are
posed this way?

The main argument of the letter is that
Christ is the fulfillment of the Mosaic
system rather than its administrator.
Christ is compared with The angels,
through whom the Law was given (chap.
1; see Acts 7:53) Moses, the Lawgiver
(chap. 3) The Levitical priesthood, through
whom the Law was administered (4:14–
10:18) The writer goes to great lengths to
ensure that the reader understands that
Christ is clearly superior to the angels, to
Moses, and to the Levitical priesthood.
The language also seems to indicate that
human beings are a higher order of
creation than angels. Human spirits and
angels are not the same. We do not
become angels when we die. Angels are,
and in heaven will be, our servants (v. 14).
Angels worship Christ, as we do (v. 6).
Let’s just stop for a moment
and take in the Deity of Christ.

Lets look at Verses 6-8 these powerful
words are making a statement, what is
this statement?

How does Christ compare with Angels?
What are 4 ways God has talked to
mankind? Chronologically.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
What do the Verses 9-12 talk about?
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We see the rest of the chapter finish off
with a couple more questions. What kind
of questions are these?

Heb 1:13 But to which of the angels said he
at any time, Sit on my right hand, until I
make thine enemies thy footstool?
Heb 1:14 Are they not all ministering
spirits, sent forth to minister for them
who shall be heirs of salvation?

HEBREWS
What impact should it have on our lives
knowing that Jesus actually upholds
everything by His power?

What does it mean that He has “become”
better than the angels? Was He ever
ranked lower than the angels?

This book is enlightening us to more
details of Angels and their purpose (we
will read more in Chapter 2). But the main
Point is that Angels are servants to Christ
and will serve all of Gods people.

QUESTIONS TO PONDER
Why would God choose to speak to
people differently in different ways?

How does he speak to us today?

What should we do knowing that God
communicates to us in this way?

What does it mean that He upholds all
things?
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HEBREWS
Is this still something we should heed
today?

Chapter 2
Do Not Neglect Salvation
Heb 2:1 Therefore we ought to give the
more earnest heed to the things which we
have heard, lest at any time we should let
them slip.

Name some things that can cause
Christians to become weak, fall away……

Chapter 2 starts out with a warning to be
careful we don’t forget what we have
heard. Man made doctrines, have tried to
instill concepts of once saved we can
never sin in a way to place our salvation in
jeopardy. Over 2,000 verses warn us
about falling from grace, here are some
just in the book we are studying now.

2.

Heb 3:12 Take heed, brethren, lest there
be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief,
in departing from the living God.

Heb 2:2-4 For if the word spoken by
angels was stedfast, and every
transgression and disobedience received a
just recompence of reward; (3) How shall
we escape, if we neglect so great
salvation; which at the first began to be
spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed
unto us by them that heard him; (4) God
also bearing them witness, both with signs
and wonders, and with divers miracles,
and gifts of the Holy Ghost, according to
his own will?

Heb 13:9 Be not carried about with divers
and strange doctrines. For it is a good
thing that the heart be established with
grace; not with meats, which have not
profited them that have been occupied
therein.
Heb 10:25 Not forsaking the assembling of
ourselves together, as the manner of
some is; but exhorting one another: and
so much the more, as ye see the day
approaching. 26 For if we sin wilfully after
that we have received the knowledge of
the truth, there remaineth no more
sacrifice for sins, 27 But a certain fearful
looking for of judgment and fiery
indignation, which shall devour the
adversaries.

1.

3.
4
5.

Then another warning…v2,3

If disobedience to the word of Angels was
dangerous, how much more dangerous
would it be to neglect the words spoken
by Jesus?
Those who perished under the Mosaic
laws serve as a warning to us today.
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Will the Angels be in power in the world to
come? Who will be in power?

Why was he was made a little lower than
the angels?

Where is this quoted from?

V10-18 shows how Jesus bringing many
sons to glory, becoming perfect through
salvation.

Heb 2:6-8 But one in a certain place
testified, saying, “What is man, that thou
art mindful of him? or the son of man, that
thou visitest him? (7) Thou madest him a
little lower than the angels; thou crownedst
him with glory and honour, and didst set
him over the works of thy hands: (8) Thou
hast put all things in subjection under his
feet.”
For in that he put all in subjection under
him, he left nothing that is not put under
him. But now we see not yet all things put
under him.
What has been put under his control? Are
there any exceptions?

What did Christ do to relate to man? V14

What form did he NOT take on? V16

What form DID he take on? V16

What did he become unto his brethren,
and what did that do for them? V17

What did Christs suffering by being
tempted allow him to do for us? V18

When will we see all things under his
control?

Heb 2:9 But we see Jesus, who was made
a little lower than the angels for the
suffering of death, crowned with glory
and honour; that he by the grace of God
should taste death for every man.
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HEBREWS
Heb 3:7-11

Chapter 3

Wherefore as the Holy Ghost saith,

Christ, Superior to Moses
Heb 3:1 Wherefore, holy brethren,
partakers of the heavenly calling, consider
the Apostle and High Priest of our
profession, Christ Jesus;
[The who, what and why]
Why would the writer call Jesus an
Apostle?
Many Jewish Christians in their infantile
state, (5:11-13) had not yet fully learned of
the revelation of Christ to Moses. It seems
they still thought of Moses as the LawGiver, and Christ as an Executive to
enforce the Law of Moses on all other
Nations: Moses First, Christ under him. But
they had it backward. Christ is as far above
Moses, as the Heir and Owner of a house
is above the Servants house.
Do we have any questions on the
comparison of the house and Christ?

“To day if ye will hear his voice, Harden not
your hearts, as in the provocation,
In the day of temptation in the wilderness:
When your fathers tempted me, proved
me, and saw my works forty years.
Wherefore I was grieved with that
generation, and said, They do alway err in
their heart;
And they have not known my ways.
So I sware in my wrath, They shall not
enter into my rest.”
Powerful WARNINGS, Evil Heart of
unbelief, departing from God. DO NOT
Harden your hearts, what advice does he
give us to battle the unbelief and the
hardening of our hearts, and deceitfulness
of sin?

Do we believe this can help?
Who is the one who built all things?

Another Warning against Unbelief
We become partakers of Christ only if we Hold
Fast unto the end; Beware we do not fall into
Unbelief and Disobedience. This warning is
one of the keynotes of this book, warnings
repeated and then as we read through, we see
increasing earnestness (6:4-6; 10:26-29)

He quoted “So not harden your Hearts
twice, do you know where the quote came
from?

Who was it that he was angry with?
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What was the outcome of the failures in
the wilderness?

What are the things were listed as issues
as to why they would not enter into his
rest?
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

The example is cited of the Israelites, who,
after being delivered out of Egypt with
Mighty Sings and Wonders, yet, because
of Unbelief and Disobedience they
perished in the wilderness, “their corpses
fell in the wilderness” and never reached
the Promise Land, they literally “fell” short
of the “Rest”
If they failed because they were
disobedient to the word of Moses, what
hope can be for those who are
disobedient to the words of Christ?

HEBREWS
1Co 10:5-12 But with many of them God
was not well pleased: for they were
overthrown in the wilderness. (6) Now
these things were our examples, to the
intent we should not lust after evil things,
as they also lusted. (7) Neither be ye
idolaters, as were some of them; as it is
written, The people sat down to eat and
drink, and rose up to play. (8) Neither let
us commit fornication, as some of them
committed, and fell in one day three and
twenty thousand. (9) Neither let us
tempt Christ, as some of them also
tempted, and were destroyed of
serpents. (10) Neither murmur ye, as
some of them also murmured, and were
destroyed of the destroyer. (11) Now all
these things happened unto them for
ensamples: and they are written for our
admonition, upon whom the ends of the
world are come. (12) Wherefore let him
that thinketh he standeth take heed lest
he fall.

Wat is an unbelieving heart? How can we
avoid having one?

V19. Why could they not enter in?
These Jewish Christians, knew the history,
they knew the Israelites failed because of
unbelief, the writer, was serious about
warning these brethren that they do not
follow their pattern,
The bible gives us examples to not follow!

7
Jaime B Schuessler

Inver Grove church of Christ

The Epistle to the

HEBREWS

Chapter 4
A Promise of Rest
Therefore, continuing the thought from
chapter 3, Rest was promised, but not to
those we just read of in the wilderness full
of unbelief, those who rebelled, did not
obey, those who sinned.
To whom was the gospel preached?

“Promise” this particular promise is one
that is still valid today, it is not a closed
promise with an expiring date, this was
left open for them and for us today.
Do we often think of this promise?
We sing about it, maybe even vision
ourselves entering into that “REST”

Why did it not profit some of them?

Even though this promise will not expire,
what is included in God’s word for us to
receive it?

What makes us a candidate for receiving
that Rest he is talking about?

Let’s talk about conditional promises…
What word is the conditional word here?

Reading of the tragedy in Chapter 3, the
incomplete journey to a Promised Blessing
Chapter 4 starts out with very personal
words, “Let Us Fear”
In other words, the promise is still there
for the taking, fear lest we too come short

Chapter 4 has two subsections,
1. We must preserve to enter the
Promised Rest (1-11)
2. The Word of God (12-13)

One of the most hopeful words in the
scriptures is mentioned here as well

Jer 18:9-10 And at what instant I shall
speak concerning a nation, and
concerning a kingdom, to build and to
plant it; (10) If it do evil in my sight, that it
obey not my voice, then I will repent of
the good, wherewith I said I would benefit
them.
Deu 11:26-28 Behold, I set before you this
day a blessing and a curse; (27) A
blessing, if ye obey the commandments of
the LORD your God, which I command you
this day: (28) And a curse, if ye will not
obey the commandments of the LORD
your God, but turn aside out of the way
which I command you this day, to go after
other gods, which ye have not known.
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The same condition is found in the New
Testament. What word is the conditional
word here?
Rom 11:22 Behold therefore the goodness
and severity of God: on them which fell,
severity; but toward thee, goodness, if
thou continue in his goodness: otherwise
thou also shalt be cut off.
What will false Doctrines teach us?

We need to remember that receiving the
promise is linked to fulfilment of the
conditions.
Mat 7:21-23 Not every one that saith unto
me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the
kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the
will of my Father which is in
heaven. (22) Many will say to me in that
day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in
thy name? and in thy name have cast out
devils? and in thy name done many
wonderful works? (23) And then will I
profess unto them, I never knew you:
depart from me, ye that work iniquity.

HEBREWS
What is the point shared about Joshua’s
rest and the Day he spoke of in the text?

V12-13
God’s word, Living and Active, has Power
to Penetrate the Inmost Depths of the
Human Heart, to Separate and View Every
Motive and Desire and Purpose and Will,
and Valuate them at their Essential Value,
when we ourselves scarcely know our
own motives
Our best hope of reaching our Promised
Land is in Obedience to God’s Word. If
only the churches would realize what
power is gained by reading God’s Word
we would gain by everything, this is why
we are reading scripture during our
worship services (it’s that important).

Conditions must be met, if we think we
are just going to glide right into heaven
because I am a Christian, your wrong,
there are expectations we must meet.
What does this writer bring from the
creation to liken it to our promise?

Lets talk about Joshua’s job. He was to
bring them to? _______________

We will look at Verses 14-16 in the next
lesson.
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So far we have seen comparisons with:

Chapter 5

Chapter 1.

Our High Priest
The last three verses in chapter 4 start
what many call the main theme of the
Book of Hebrews, comparison of Christ
and the Levitical Priesthood, this theme
continues all the way to chapter 10.
Heb 4:14-16 Seeing then that we have a
great high priest, that is passed into the
heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold
fast our profession. (15) For we have not
an high priest which cannot be touched
with the feeling of our infirmities; but was
in all points tempted like as we are, yet
without sin. (16) Let us therefore come
boldly unto the throne of grace, that we
may obtain mercy, and find grace to help
in time of need.

Chapter 2.

Chapter 3.

Chapter 4.

How were they alike?
1.
2.
3.

How long would Christ be a priest?
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Heb 5:7-10 Who in the days of his flesh,
when he had offered up prayers and
supplications with strong crying and tears
unto him that was able to save him from
death, and was heard in that he
feared; (8) Though he were a Son, yet
learned he obedience by the things which
he suffered; (9) And being made perfect,
he became the author of eternal salvation
unto all them that obey him; (10) Called
of God an high priest after the order of
Melchisedec.
1.What do we know about Melchizedek

2.How often is he mentioned in the
scriptures?

3.Where is he mentioned?

The eternal nature of the order of
Melchizedek is presented in Hebrews 7:3:
“Without father or mother, without
genealogy, without beginning of days or
end of life, resembling the Son of God, he
remains a priest forever.” In other words,
Melchizedek appears in history with no
record of a genealogy or ancestral line, no
record of his birth, and no record of his
death. The point is, Melchizedek appears
to transcend earthly existence; this makes
him a type of Christ, who truly does
transcend earthly existence as the eternal
King-Priest who has no predecessor and
no successor in His high office.

HEBREWS
Maybe more of this would have been
explained here, but the writer quickly
jumps to the fact that the audience is dull
of hearing, and things would be hard to
understand.
Now the rest of the chapter focuses on
the Spiritual Immaturity of the audience.
Heb 5:11-14 Of whom we have many things
to say, and hard to be uttered, seeing ye
are dull of hearing. (12) For when for the
time ye ought to be teachers, ye have
need that one teach you again which be
the first principles of the oracles of God;
and are become such as have need of milk,
and not of strong meat. (13) For every
one that useth milk is unskilful in the word
of righteousness: for he is a
babe. (14) But strong meat belongeth to
them that are of full age, even those who
by reason of use have their senses
exercised to discern both good and evil.
1.What happed to these folks? Can it
happen to us too?

2.Why do they need to start over again?

3.Read 6:10, what were they capable of
doing?

James implies they have become a
Worldly, Selfish Church. They should now
be teachers, rather than the children that
need taught (again)
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Chapter 6
Warning Against Apostasy
The language seems to imply that the
Jerusalem church had largely fallen from
the high standards of Christian living that
had once characterized it, and that they
were headed away from the goals toward
which they should be earnestly struggling.
The fall of a Christian, spoken of in v. 6,
may be partial or total, as a person may
fall from the top of a building partway
down to a projecting ledge, or all the way
to the bottom. As long as the apostasy is
partial, there may be hope. When it
becomes total, recovery may be
impossible.
The sin spoken of here may be similar to
the unpardonable sin mentioned by Jesus
(Matthew 12:31–32; Mark 3:28–30), where
the implication is that that sin consisted in
attributing the miracles of Jesus to Satan,
and which, in Luke 12:9–10, is connected
with denying Jesus; it could be committed
by a person outside the church. The sin
referred to in Hebrews 6:6 is the fall of a
Christian. The essence of the fatal sin,
whether by a Christian or by a nonChristian, is the deliberate and final
rejection of Christ. It is as if a person at the
bottom of a well, to whom a rope is let
down, slashes the rope above his reach,
thus cutting off his only hope of escape.
For those who reject Christ, there will
never be another sacrifice for sin (10:26–
31). They will have to suffer for their own
sin.

Is this the first time the writer is warning
these brethren about Apostasy, Falling
Away or God’s view on their Unbelief?

What are the key factors in one needing to
start over again? (cause, resolve)

How does v6 impact you personally?
Heb 6:6 If they shall fall away, to renew
them again unto repentance; seeing they
crucify to themselves the Son of God
afresh, and put him to an open shame.

What would cause a brother or sister to
fall away (I expect many answers, please
share your thoughts to encourage others)
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Over against this fearful warning against
falling away from Christ, the writer is very
positive that for those who remain faithful
and true to Christ, the hope of eternal
salvation is absolutely sure and steadfast,
based on the immutability of God’s
promises to those who trust Him (vv. 9–
20).

HEBREWS
Throughout the book of Hebrews, one
sees the superiority Christ to prophets,
angels, Moses, Joshua, Aaron, and
Abraham. This is no indication or
suggestion that these individuals were
inferior but that they were part of God’s
plan in His scheme of redemption.

Even though God hates sin, what comfort
do you find in these verses?

Heb 6:10 For God is not unrighteous to
forget your work and labour of love,
which ye have shewed toward his name, in
that ye have ministered to the saints, and
do minister.

Heb 6:13-14 For when God made promise
to Abraham, because he could swear by
no greater, he sware by
himself, (14) Saying, Surely blessing I will
bless thee, and multiplying I will multiply
thee.
What is this Anchor for the soul, how does
this anchor us?
Who is the Hebrew writer now stating
Christ is better than?
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Chapter 7
MELCHIZEDEK
Christ is a priest “in the order of
Melchizedek” (7:17). That is, Jesus was not
a Levitical priest, but His priesthood was
similar to that of Melchizedek, a person
from the dim past, who lived some 600
years before the Levitical priesthood was
instituted. He was a priest far greater than
the Levitical priests, greater even than
Abraham: Abraham, and the as yet unborn
Levitical priests who would descend from
Abraham, paid tithes to Melchizedek.
The account of Melchizedek is found in
Genesis 14:18–20. He was king of Salem
and priest of God Most High: a king and a
priest.
Before the time of Moses, sacrifices were
offered by the heads of families. The
oldest living man in the paternal line—the
great-grandfather, grandfather, or
father—was the priest of the family.
As the family grew to be a tribe, the head
came to be king of the tribe as well as its
priest; and thus he was a king-priest, or
priest-king.
In the days of Moses, when God’s chosen
people had grown into a nation, the
nation was organized, a specific place was
set apart for sacrifice, a ritual was
prescribed, and a special hereditary order
of priests was created from the family of
Levi, the Levites.

HEBREWS
Later, another family was set apart to give
the nation its kings: the family of David. A
king ruled the people. A priest, as
mediator between God and man, offered
sacrifices. One family supplied the kings;
another, the priests. But Christ was both
king and priest, like Melchizedek.
What is the meaning of “Without father or
mother, without genealogy, without
beginning of days or end of life” (v. 3)?
This was not actually true of
Melchizedek—but it appeared to be so in
the Old Testament records. Levitical
priests were priests because of their
genealogy. But Melchizedek, without
genealogy, was the recognized priest of
the human race at that time.
Hebrew tradition claims that Melchizedek
was the same as Shem, who was still alive
in the days of Abraham (see The Account
of Shem in Genesis 1–11) and, as far as is
known, the oldest living man at the time.
A mysterious, solitary picture (“type”), in
the dim past, of the coming eternal priestking.

Comparison Chart:
Priests
Tribe of Levi
They were many
Animal Sacrifices
They died

Christ
Tribe of Judah
He was One
Offered himself
He Lives
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HEBREWS

THE LEVITICAL PRIESTHOOD WAS
TEMPORARY

Eternal is one of the favorite words of the
letter.

The Levitical priesthood and the system of
sacrifices were imperfect, because those
sacrifices were insufficient to take away
sin (10:4). It was on the basis of a
regulation as to ancestry (v. 16) that is,
they were priests solely because they
were of a certain family, without regard to
spiritual qualifications. And the covenant
under which they operated has been
superseded by another covenant (8:8).

Eternal salvation (5:9)
Eternal judgment (6:2)
Eternal redemption (9:12)
Eternal Spirit (9:14)
Eternal inheritance (9:15)
Eternal covenant (13:20)
“Eternal” is also a favorite word in John’s
Gospel.

Why was the law changed?

How was a priest in the OT appointed?
How did he qualify?

CHRIST’S PRIESTHOOD IS ETERNAL

What is the difference between the High
Priests of the Mosaic Law and Christ in
v27?

What type of men did the law appoint?

Levitical priests offered sacrifices year in,
year out. Christ died once and for all.
Theirs were unavailing. His removed sin
forever. Christ lives on, Mediator of an
eternal covenant and an endless life.
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Chapter 8
THE NEED FOR A NEW COVENANT

THE NEW COVENANT
The first covenant was temporal. Christ’s
covenant would be everlasting (13:20).
The first covenant was sealed with the
blood of animals. Christ’s covenant was
sealed with His own blood (10:29).
It was a better covenant, with better
promises, based on the unchangeableness
of God’s Word (6:18).

Better is also one of this letter’s favorite
words.
Better hope (7:19)
Better covenant (8:6 KJV; NIV, superior)
Better promises (8:6)
Better possessions in heaven (10:34)
Better country: heaven, not Canaan (11:16)
Better resurrection: never to die again
(11:35)
Blood that speaks a better word than that
of Abel (12:24)
A MORE EXELENT MINISTRY
Vs 1-6 make very obvious statements,
what do you feel is the biggest statement?

How was the new tabernacle erected?

The old one was erected by___________

Jer 31:31-34 Behold, the days come, saith
the LORD, that I will make a new covenant
with the house of Israel, and with the
house of Judah: (32) Not according to the
covenant that I made with their fathers in
the day that I took them by the hand to
bring them out of the land of Egypt; which
my covenant they brake, although I was
an husband unto them, saith the
LORD: (33)
Christ brought humanity a new covenant.
The first covenant, which centered around
the tabernacle services and the Ten
Commandments, had served its purpose
(9:1–5).
Its laws had been written on tablets of
stone (9:4).
LAWS WRITTEN IN THEIR HEARTS
But this shall be the covenant that I will
make with the house of Israel; After those
days, saith the LORD, I will put my law in
their inward parts, and write it in their
hearts; and will be their God, and they
shall be my people. (34) And they shall
teach no more every man his neighbour,
and every man his brother, saying, Know
the LORD: for they shall all know me, from
the least of them unto the greatest of
them, saith the LORD: for I will forgive
their iniquity, and I will remember their sin
no more.
Christ’s laws would be written on our
hearts (8:10).
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What does that mean “written on our
hearts”?

Let’s talk about knowing the written law
and having it in our hearts.
How did the old covenant priesthood
differ from the new covenant priest?

HEBREWS
How does this verse fit in?
Col 2:14 Blotting out the handwriting of
ordinances that was against us, which was
contrary to us, and took it out of the way,
nailing it to his cross;

What is a covenant?

What is so special about this new
covenant?
How were the sacrifices different from the
OT priesthood to the NT priest?

Why will they not need to teach every man
his neighbour, and every man his brother,
saying, Know the Lord:? V11

Is this the same today?
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Chapter 9
CHRIST AND THE TABERNACLE
Throughout the Old Testament, God
instructed the Jewish nation to follow
laws that would eventually prepare them
to understand His spiritual laws, revealed
in Christ. In this chapter, the writer
highlights how some of the central
elements of the Old Testament Law,
including those relating to the high priest,
to the tabernacle, and to the sacrifices,
were symbolic (“types”) of Christ and His
eternal, spiritual laws.
Christ and the Gospel are the true central
elements of the New Testament (new
covenant), which superseded the Law of
the Old Testament and became our
spiritual law for the rest of eternity.

HEBREWS
The high priest’s sacrifices made mankind
outwardly clean; Christ’s sacrifice makes
mankind spiritually clean and presents us
righteous before God (vv. 13–14).

A WORLDLY SANCTUARY

Vs 1-5 describe some of the things
described in this “worldly sanctuary”

The tabernacle was a sanctuary of this
world; the true tabernacle, not made with
hands, is the dwelling place of God in
heaven (vv. 1, 11, 24).
The high priest entered the tabernacle
once a year; Christ entered the heavenly
tabernacle and reigns on the throne once
for all (vv. 7,12). The high priest obtained
annual redemption; Christ obtained
eternal redemption (v. 12;10:3).
The high priest offered the blood of
animals as sacrifice for a specific sin; Christ
became the sacrificial lamb and offered
His own blood as redemption for all
mankind’s sins (v.12).

Why do some of our religious friends still
use some of these items

Why would we not follow the OT
examples?

Explain Vs 8-10
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HEBREWS

A MORE PERFECT TABERNACLE
Name a couple of things that made the
“More Perfect Tabernacle” Vs 11-14

How did Christ enter into the Most Holy
Place?

How does a will work?

When is the will activated?

What purging took place when the blood
of Christ was shed?

What Happens before the person is dead?

Why did Christ have to die?
While the old tabernacle was still
standing…what was it not able to do?
THE BLOOD OF THE TEASTAMENT
THE MEADIATOR OF THE NEW
TESTAMENT
Vs 15-18 talk about Christ being the
Mediator of the New Testament

Vs 19-21 Talk about what Moses did with
the blood, what were some of those
things?
Heb 9:22 And almost all things are by the
law purged with blood; and without
shedding of blood is no remission.
Vs 23-28 What was necessary to do just
once?

What happens to men, once they die?
What is a Last Will and Testament?
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In this section the writer of the letter
makes use of the fact that the Greek word
for “covenant” can also mean
“testament.”
A covenant is a formal agreement
between two parties, and the new
covenant is God’s agreement with
humanity; this is how the author of
Hebrews generally uses the word.
This is where we get the names of the two
divisions of the Bible: Old Testament and
New Testament. The Old Testament is the
covenant of the Law. The New Testament
is the covenant of Christ. The abundant
use of blood in the rites of the old
covenant prefigured the urgent necessity
of some great sacrifice for human sin (vv.
19–22).

HEBREWS
Another major emphasis in Hebrews is
“once for all” (vv. 26–28):
Christ offered Himself once for all (7:27).
Once for all He entered the Holy Place
(9:12).
He has appeared once for all at the end of
the ages to put away sin (9:26).

Men are appointed once [for all] to die
(9:27).
Christians are sanctified once for all by the
offering of Christ (10:10).
Christ, once [for all] offered, shall appear a
second time for His waiting heirs (9:28).

A testament, by contrast, is a last will that
takes effect only after the death of the
maker. The new covenant (or new
testament) is the will Christ made for His
heirs, a will that could not take effect until
after His death, by which He atoned for
their sins (vv. 15–16).

Definition of once

1:

one time and no more
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HEBREWS

Chapter 10
SIN REMOVED FOREVER Vs 1-25
There is no need for further sacrifice.
Christ’s death is entirely sufficient to take
care of all previous sins and those sins we
may in weakness commit in daily life. God
can now forgive, and will forgive, those
who place their trust in Christ.
Let us therefore hold to Christ (v. 23). He,
and He alone, is our Hope and our Savior.
What needed to be done Year after Year?

What was a reminder each Year?

Why were their sins not taken away?

Define Sanctified. __________________
Define Consecrated. ________________

V5 he quotes Ps 40:6
What did God create for Christ?

Define Conscience.

What was God’s attitude towards burnt
offerings and sacrifices?

How now is the conscience of man
changed?

What is the comparison of the Priest daily
sacrifices and Christ’s one sacrifice?

What is that day mentioned in 25? Prove it
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HEBREWS

THE REJECTION OF CHRIST Vs 26-39

Many warnings about falling away (again)

Another fearful warning against falling
away from Christ, similar to that in 6:1–8.
Addressed to Christians who had once
been “publicly exposed to insult and
persecution” in their sufferings for the
name of Christ, and who had given their all
in their compassion for their fellow
sufferers (vv. 32–34).

The point is that there has been one
sacrifice for sin. There will never be
another. Those who will not avail
themselves of what Christ has done for
them on the cross may as well make up
their minds to say good-bye to God
forever, and go their own way, and suffer
for their own sin (vv. 27–31).

But some of these very same people were
now losing interest in the things of Christ
(v. 25).

Our 6:30am Devotionals produced this
scripture in Matthew.

Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author
and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy
set before him endured the cross,
scorning its shame, and sat down at the
right hand of the throne of God. Heb 12:2

Mat 6:16 Moreover when ye fast, be not,
as the hypocrites, of a sad countenance:
for they disfigure their faces, that they
may appear unto men to fast. Verily I say
unto you, They have their reward.

Heb 10:26 For if we sin wilfully after that
we have received the knowledge of the
truth, there remaineth no more sacrifice
for sins,

Did you ever think about what that reward
was, “you reap what you sow”

If we sin wilfully, what do we have to look
forward to?

Once a Christian shared in class “If
someone falls away from the church, they
should go after all the ungodly, sinful lusts
and pleasures they want to, because
that’s all they are going to receive”
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Those who sin wilfully are guilty of what 3
things?

What are some of the encouraging words
spoken here in Chapter 10?

1.
2.
3.
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HEBREWS

Chapter 11
Heroes of Faith
Define the word faith as used in vs 1
In this chapter the writer defines faith as
the assurance or confirmation of the
things that the believer hopes for, as
proof of things that the believer has not
yet seen. Believers, living by faith, can rest
confidently that God’s promises will be
fulfilled—that their fulfillment is in fact a
reality in their lives before it becomes
manifest to the believer’s senses. The
writer mentions the following Old
Testament men and women, whose faith
is legendary, as being worthy of
recognition as heroes of faith:

Abraham’s faith: he set out to find the city
of God without knowing where it was; he
was willing to offer his son as a sacrifice, in
confidence that God would bring him back
to life (vv. 8–12, 17– 19; Genesis 12:1–7; 22).
Sarah’s faith: she came to believe what
she at first had laughed at as impossible
(vv. 11–12;Genesis 17:19; 18:11–14).
Isaac’s faith: he foretold the future by
faith (v.20; Genesis 27:27–29).
Jacob’s faith: he believed that God would
fulfill His promises (v. 21; Genesis 49).
Joseph’s faith: he believed that his bones
would rest in Canaan (v. 22; Genesis
50:25).
Moses’ faith: he chose to suffer with Israel
and turned his back on Egypt; he kept the
Passover; he crossed the Red Sea; he saw
Him who is invisible (vv. 23–29; Exodus
2:2–11; 12:21, 50; 14:22–29).
Joshua’s faith: it made the walls of Jericho
fall (v. 30; Joshua 6:20).

Abel’s faith: he offered the first sacrifice
for sin made by faith and not works (v. 4;
Genesis 4:1–15).
Enoch’s faith: he walked with God,
pleased Him, and was taken away by Him
(vv. 5–6; Genesis 5:22, 24).
Noah’s faith: he kept on building the ark
when nobody thought there would be any
use for it (v. 7; Genesis 6:14–22).

Rahab’s faith: she cast her lot with Israel
(v.31; Joshua 2:9; 6:23).
Gideon’s faith: he became mighty in war
(v.32; Judges 7:21).
Barak’s faith: he subdued kingdoms (v. 32;
Judges 4).
Samson’s faith: his weakness was turned
into strength (vv. 32, 34; Judges 16:28).
Jepthah’s faith: he defeated armies (v. 32,
34;Judges 11).
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David’s faith: he obtained promises (vv.
32–33; 2 Samuel 7:11–13).
Daniel’s faith: he stopped the mouths of
lions (vv. 32–33; Daniel 6:22).
Jeremiah’s faith: he was tortured for his
faith (vv. 32, 35; Jeremiah 20:2).
Elijah’s faith: he raised the dead (vv. 32,
35; 1 Kings 17:17–24).
Elisha’s faith: he raised the dead (vv. 32,
35; 2Kings 4:8–37).
Zechariah’s faith: he was stoned for his
faith(vv. 32, 37; 2 Chronicles 24:20–21).
Isaiah’s faith: he was sawed in two for his
faith, according to tradition (vv. 32, 37)
We have seen this list before, and we have
studied it in 2021, Brother Vaughn’s
workbook is on our resources page on our
website www.invergrovechurch.com

HEBREWS
Someone once told of a friend in a small
town whose house was on the route of a
local parade. Because few people came
out to watch, this woman stood outside
her home waving at the marchers and
greeting them. As the parade went on, she
became more excited and began
responding with great enthusiasm.
Suddenly, a VIP in the parade came over to
this friend and gave her a hug. It was the
state's governor who had noticed her
enthusiasm and wanted to say thanks.
We can almost imagine the readers of
Hebrews, watching the parade of the VIPs
of God passing by. But the writer did not
simply want his readers to watch the
parade of the faithful. He was calling them
to fall into step and join it.
Remember, Hebrews 11 was not written
just to praise the Old Testament spiritual
giants. The Hebrews were being given an
armload of reasons for not shrinking back
from Christ, but for persevering and
gaining ""what He has promised"" (Heb.
10:36).
Verses 32-35a speak of triumph, escape,
and displays of power. It's no surprise,
then, to find David, Gideon, and Daniel in
this list, although Daniel is not mentioned
by name (v. 33).

This is a deep lesson on those Heroes
mentioned above.

But beginning with second half of verse
35, the picture changes from conquest to
weakness and suffering. About a dozen
kinds of persecution are cataloged here,
and it's possible that the Hebrew believers
had experienced some of them.
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HEBREWS

Chapter 12
KEEP YOUR EYES ON JESUS (vv.1-17)
Surrounded by a vast crowd of those who,
in former ages, had run their race for God
victoriously and who were now gazing
with breathless interest at the initial
struggles of the newborn church, the
runners are urged to keep their eyes on
the goal and to strain every nerve and
muscle to win (vv. 1–2).
Familiar words to this crowd as they have
seen the Olympic footraces take place in
their time.

The author exhorts them not to be
discouraged by their sufferings, for
discipline is one of the means by which
God’s saints are perfected (vv. 3–13). He
also urges them to be very careful to
guard against defiling themselves in any
way lest they sell their birthright (vv. 14–
17).

How do you define a cloud of witnesses?

What really is the weight he speaking of?

What motivated Christ to endure the
cross?

What does the Lord’s chastising do for
you?

Vs 7-11 speak of chastening, correction,
what is the focus of this text?

What are we to pursue? How are we to
pursue it?
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HEBREWS

Sinai and Zion (vv. 18–29).
The terrifying experiences that
accompanied the inauguration of the old
covenant at Sinai are contrasted with the
heavenly fellowship of the church: one
vast brotherhood, in which the saints on
earth, the spirits of the redeemed, and
infinite hosts of angels are in sweet and
mystic communion around the throne of
God, forever and ever and ever (vv. 22–
24).

What are the differences of Mt Sinai and
Mt Zion?

How did the laws around Sinai make
Moses feel?

What does Mt Zion have to offer?

Lets talk about the earth shaking as in Vs
26-28

26
Jaime B Schuessler

Inver Grove church of Christ

The Epistle to the

HEBREWS

Chapter 13
Throughout this chapter which
exhortation is repeated at least 3 times?

GRACIOUS EXHORTATIONS
This letter, though argumentative in
nature, closes with gentle appeals to its
readers to be loyal to Christ and to follow
Him in all aspects of everyday life—
especially in brotherly love and kindness
and purity and goodness, and with
unceasing prayer and unwavering faith in
God.
Even as Malachi was the Old Testament’s
final message to the nation that had been
founded to bring the Messiah into the
world, so Hebrews is the New Testament’s
final message to the nation after the
Messiah had come. These final words
were written shortly before Jerusalem
was destroyed and the Jewish state was
swept away.
List the exhortations listed here.
___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________

V2 talks about entertaining
strangers…should we still do this? Can the
same thing described happen today?

V14 tells us of a home where is it?

This feels like an overview, of things
already stated, who needs to hear these
things AGAIN?

What comparison is made of Christ and
the bodies of animals?

Heb 13:18 Pray for us: for we trust we have a
good conscience, in all things willing to live
honestly.
Heb 13:22 And I beseech you, brethren, suffer
the word of exhortation: for I have written a
letter unto you in few words.

Thank you for exploring, and learning more
about this book, your input is valued much. My
prayer is that the warnings, the lessons of faith
and the many exhortations stick with us for
many years.

Heb 13:25 Grace be with you all. Amen
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